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LIFE IS A QUARRY                                  Goethe

“Life is a quarry, out of which we are to
mold and chisel and complete a character.”

YOU CAN BE MORE Zig Ziglar

“If you don’t like who you are and
where us are, don’t worry about it because
you’re not stuck either with who you are or
where you are. You can grow. You can change.
You can be more than you are.”

NEXT TIME… Russell Athletics

“Next time, instead of running off at the
mouth try rolling up your sleeves.”

PRICELESS TIME Earl Nightingale

“If we don’t get what we want out of this life,
it is seldom because we are not given enough
time for it; we have more than enough time. As
with most everything else, it’s what we choose to
do with it that makes all the difference.”

SURPRISED BY LIGHT Ulrich Schaffer

“Again and again the miracle takes place:
the amazing transformation
in which the sun fills the seed to the burst-

ing,
then lets it break open and sprout.
New life breaks forth
in the transformation of death.”

HABITS OF AN IRISH KING
Bits & Pieces, Vol. 20, #3, March ‘87

“In ancient times, an Irish king was asked
how he had achieved his station in life. Said
he: ‘I was a listener in woods, I was a gazer
at stars, I was blind where secrets were con-
cerned, I was silent in a wilderness, I was
talkative among many, I was mild in the
mead-hall, I was stern in battle, I was
gentle toward allies, I was a physician to

the sick, I was weak toward the feeble, I was
strong toward the powerful, I did not deride
the old though I was young, I would not
speak of anyone in his absence, I would not
reproach, but I would praise, I would not
ask, but I would give, for it is through these
habits that the young become old and
kingly warriors.’”

SPIRITUAL GROWTH M. Scott Peck
The Road Less Traveled, p. 266

“…the process of spiritual growth is an ef-
fortful and difficult one. This is because it is con-
ducted against a natural resistance, against a nat-
ural inclination to keep things the way they were, 
to cling to the old maps and old ways of doing
things, to take the easy path.”

LONG-TERM VISION Kouses & Barry
The Leadership Challenge, p. 113

“The first task in enlisting others is to find
out what you and your constituents have in com-
mon. No matter how grand the dream of the in-
dividual visionary, if others do not see in it the
possibility of realizing their own hopes and desir-
es, they will not follow. It is incumbent upon the
leader to show others how they too will be served
by the long-term vision of the future.”

WILL ROGERS SPEAKS p. 220

“Plans get you into things, but you got to
work your way out.” 6-24-1931

BE LIKE GOD? Source Unknown

“Think you can be like God?
Try Forgiving?

ON MEEKNESS Donald De Marco
The Many Faces of Virtue, p. 24

“Since meekness is self-possession in
the face of adversity, it enables a person to
do good in response to evil. Meekness is
not cowardliness, timidity, or servility; it



is the power that restrains the onslaught of anger
and subjects it to the order of reason. While it
may be more natural to express an-
ger when one is assaulted, meek-
ness is the higher path. It prevents
evil from completely overcoming
the person who is already suffering
enough from evil. Meekness pre-
vents this suffering from advancing
to the precincts of the soul – first to
depression and then to despair.”

FOUR LETTER WORDS Anonymous

“Four letter words that chang-
ed the world  – love, hope, care,
help, heal, feel, work, duty, home,
good, kind, pity, rest, seek, pray,
live.”

PEOPLE WHO INSPIRE Fr. James Keller,
THE CHRISTOPHERS

“What this country needs is more people to
inspire others with confidence, and fewer people
to discourage any initiative in the right direction;
more to get into the thick of things, fewer to sit
on the sidelines merely finding fault; more to
point out what’s right with the world, and fewer
to keep harping on what’s wrong with it, and
more who are interested in lighting candles, and
fewer who blow them out.”

PLANTING BIG POTATOES Anonymous

“Many years ago Irish farmers went on the
theory that they could eat all the big potatoes and
keep the small potatoes for re-seeding. They did
this for some time. They ate the big potatoes;
they planted the small potatoes. 

A new understanding of the laws of nature
came to them, for when they kept up this prac-
tice, nature reduced all the potatoes to the size of
marbles. The Irish farmers learned through bitter
experience that they could not keep the best
things of life only for themselves, and use the
leftovers for seeding. The laws of life decreed that
the harvest would reflect the planting process.

Planting small potatoes is still a common
practice, even today. We still try to keep the best
things of life for ourselves and plant leftovers.
We expect that by some crazy twist of the laws of
nature our own selfishness will reward us with
unselfishness. Is this not true in terms of time,
personal talents, service to others, sharing our

faith, living as the Gospels ask us to live? We
need to remember what the Irish farmers learned

– we cannot eat big potatoes and
still keep on having them through
the years.

Truly the harvest reflects the
planting season. So the question
comes back to each one of us.…
What am I planting? What is the
harvest in my life now? Or the
harvest that is yet to be in years
ahead? For it can only be that, ‘as
you sow, so you reap.’”

MORAL COURAGE Samuel Goodrich

“Moral courage is a virtue of
higher cast and nobler origin than
physical. It springs from a con-

sciousness of virtue and renders a man, in pur-
suit or defense of right, superior to the fear of
reproach, opposition, or contempt.”

ON FORGIVENESS William Arthur Ward

“Forgiveness is a funny thing. It warms the
heart and cools the sting.”

THE DEATH OF SOMEONE ELSE AllPoetry.com

You see Everybody, Anybody, Somebody,
and Nobody all work at a firm and at this firm
worked Someone Else. Now the four were greatly
saddened to learn of the death of one of the most
valuable members – Someone Else.

Someone Else’s passing created a vacancy
that will be difficult to fill. He had been around
for years and for every one of those years, Some-
one Else did far more than a normal person’s
share of work.

When there was a job to do, a need to be fill-
ed or a place of leadership, one name was always
given…Someone Else. Everyone knew Someone
Else was the largest giver of time and money.

Whenever there was a financial need, Every-
body, Anybody and Somebody always assumed
that Someone Else would make up the difference.

Now Someone Else is gone.
And the boys all wonder what they will do,

no longer can they utter the words: “Let Someone
Else do it.” If it is going to be done, one of them
will have to do it…

And I guess most of the time it will be
Nobody.


