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MY MISSION PRAYER                      Anonymous

“Father, strengthen me by your
Holy Spirit, to carry out my mission of
changing the world, or some definite
part of it, for the better.

Make me more energetic in setting
to right what I find wrong with the
world instead of complaining about it or myself.
Never let me forget that it is far better to light
one candle than to curse the darkness. Amen.”

ON PRUDENCE Akhenaton ©. B.C. 1375)

“Proceed not to speak or to act before thou
hast weighed thy words, and examined the ten-
dency of every step thou shalt take; so shall dis-
grace fly far from thee, and in thy house shall
shame be a stranger; repentance shall not visit
thee, nor sorrow dwell upon thy cheek.…”

NO-NONSENSE MANAGEMENT Richard Sloma

“Strong initial control will assert your man-
agement prerogatives, and you will be respected
for it. Subsequent loosening will be interpreted
as a gesture of faith in and respect for your sub-
ordinates. Further, your subordinates will en-
dorse your tempering adjustments because you
will have demonstrated wisdom and understand-
ing — and excellent insight.”

CHANGE CAN SET YOU FREE Danielle Kennedy

“People we admire most, role
models we like to emulate, have mas-
tered a unique mental-digestion sys-
tem:
1. Extensive participation in

risk-taking life experiences, in
spite of fear or apprehension.

2. Intermittent planned as well as
spontaneous episodes of deep re-
flection and contemplation of
such past experiences.”

CHECK TO BE SURE SOUNDINGS, May `86

“What’s the difference between a
run-of-the-mill manager and an excell-
ent one? Sometimes it may be no more
than a matter of thoroughness.

Excellent supervisors take nothing
for granted. They check up regularly to

be sure things are being handled. They don’t
assume that people know how things should be
done. They check to be sure.…”

YOUR DESTINY Dr. Albert Schweitzer

“I don’t know what your destiny will be, but
one thing I know: the only ones among you who
will be really happy are those who will have un-
derstood how to serve.”

WORDS OF WISDOM Anonymous

“It is far better to be a has-been
than one who never was.”

“When it comes to loving our neighbor,
some people stop at nothing.”

“Some people spend so much attention
to their reputation

that they lose their character.”

ON MARRIAGE Dr. Karl Menninger

“Our relationships in marriage depend so
much upon our maturity. How effectively can we

change and grow up from preferring to
get, to preferring to give? How much
can we mature from loving ourselves,
to giving love to someone else?”

YOUR INFLUENCE Eleanor Roosevelt

“Somewhere along the line of de-
velopment we discover what we really
are, and then we make our real decis-
ion for which we are responsible. Make
that decision for yourself because you



can never really live anyone else’s life, not even
your own child’s. The influence you exert is
through your own life and what you become
yourself.”

CHALLENGE FOR LEADERS Robert Muccigrosso, 
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT, Vol. 8, # 3

“Ours is a time when meaning is under at-
tack, when our shared values are few, when our
sense of purpose is at best blurred. What results
have been vividly demonstrated in the highly
individualized approaches to what may appear to
be altruistic decisions and life-styles … The
leader is challenged to re-establish the ‘center,’ to
provide a sure ground to stand on, to help us
break out of and beyond our own limited, even if
enlightened, self-interest.”

A TOTAL WINNER Denis Waitley, INSIGHT, # 84

“Expose the two impostors, change and risk,
for what they really are, growth and challenge.”

PRAYER IS BORN Fr. Eugene La Verdiere, SSS

“Prayer is born in us. It leaps to life in exper-
iences which draw us out of ourselves — the deep
still of night, the quiet light of dawn, a child smil-
ing, … All of these can make us draw a breath,
pause quietly and sense the presence of One who
puts it all together.

At those moments, inner noise becomes part
of a great harmony. Prayer is born.”

DISCOVER YOUR POTENTIAL Anon.

A professor of management gave
the following assignment to his sen-
ior seminar class: “Ask four succ-
essful men and women their recom-
mendation to help people unlock
their potential.”

One student interviewed the
CEO of a Fortune 500 company and
received this recommendation: “Love
your enemies. Do this and you will
discover within yourself a potential
for loving and forgiving that you
never dreamed you had.”

FIGHTING FAIR Lisa Engelhardt,
CATHOLIC UPDATE, Jan. `88

“Real Christian peacemakers do not simply,
placidly accept a conflict situation. They see it as

an opportunity to grow — to learn more about
themselves and their neighbor and to strengthen
the relationship. They take the risk of expressing
their views and values, and exploring those of
their neighbor, in order to come to a creative res-
olution of their differences. If we truly love our
enemies … then we give them a chance to be
understood, affirmed and to work for a better
relationship.”

GOD’S BLESSINGS Rabbi Jonathan Sacks

“God’s blessings flow continuously, but un-
less we make ourselves into a vessel for them,
they will flow elsewhere. Prayer is the act of turn-
ing ourselves into a vehicle for the Divine. Prayer
changes the world because it changes us.”

WHAT DEFINES YOU? Gary Smith
SPORTS ILLUSTRATED, via READER’S DIGEST, June 1993, p. 11

Suffering from terminal spinal cancer at the
age of 47, former North Carolina State basketball
coach Jim Valvano … looked back on his life and
told a story about himself as a 23-year-old coach
of a small college team. “Why is winning so im-
portant to you?” the players asked Valvano.

“Because the final score defines you,” Jimmy
V said, “You lose, ergo you’re a loser. You win,
ergo you’re a winner.”

“No,” the players insisted. “Participation is
what matters. Trying your best, regardless of
whether you win or lose — that’s what defines
you.”

It took 24 more years of living. It
took the coach bolting up from the
mattress three or four times a night
with his T-shirt soaked with sweat
and his teeth rattling from the fever
and chills of chemotherapy and the
terror of seeing himself die repeated-
ly in his dreams. It took all that from
him. “Those kids were right. It’s the
effort, not the result. It’s trying. God,
what a great human being I could
have been if I’d had this awareness
back then.”

In his last year battling the de-
bilitating effects of his cancer, Jimmy

V’s idea of a winner was simply, “Don’t give up!
Don’t ever give up!” Forever, Jimmy V will al-
ways remembered as a winner.

This concludes the 40th planting season.


